
Reading at The Milestone School  

INTENT:  
At The Milestone School, we recognise that reading is a tool that allows our pupils to access the world around them. We consider enjoying and experiencing books and reading to be one of life’s most 
enriching skills. We aim to create a stimulating environment where children are encouraged to engage with and experience books and all forms of written material. The reading and literacy opportunities that 
we provide reflect the unique learning needs of our pupils. We provide a range of experiences that include multi-sensory approaches and encourage practical application of reading to support the 
development of life and independence skills in the community. 

IMPLEMENTATION: 
Our reading curriculum takes into account the needs of all pupils, of all ages. We use a Total Communication approach throughout the school which supports pupils to make links between print, spoken words 
and the marks that they make. Alongside the explicit teaching of reading, a rolling programme of genres supports breadth of reading experiences for all pupils. These are often linked to the topic-based 
learning that is being delivered in each of the three departments. 
The offer for reading is based on the stage of learning that pupils are accessing. Please see more information below: 
 

 

 

  

This teaching can be embedded into other 
sessions or taught discreetly (depending 
on the individuals). This may include:  
- Sensory story 
- Story massage  
- Attention autism  
- Learning spaces/tray work  
- Library visits  
- Personal development  
 
 

Pupils are streamed into ability groups for 
reading.  
3 x 1-hour sessions per week.  
Sessions consist of sound teaching 
(reading and writing) and book work 
(reading the text, comprehending the text 
and completing associated writing tasks 
linked to the text).  
 
 
 

Pupils are streamed into ability groups for 
reading.  
3 x 1-hour sessions per week.  
Sessions include spelling teaching, time 
spent on independent/shared reading and 
comprehension skills.  

 
 
 

 
Pre-reading skills are identified and 
taken from the progression 
pathway/Birth to 5. These focus on 7 
strands of learning that are the 
fundamental building blocks for reading: 
- Environmental sounds 
- Instrumental sounds 
- Body percussion 
- Rhythm and rhyme 
- Alliteration 
- Voice sounds 
- Oral blending and segmenting 
 
We draw on ideas from Twinkl Phonics 
to support teaching of this.  

 

Pre-Reading 
(Levels 1-9) 

 
The SSP used at Milestone is Read, 
Write Inc. (RWI). RWI teaches the 
sounds, the letters that represent them 
and how to form the letters when 
writing. The scheme is progressive and 
supports pupils to apply their skills into 
reading books and writing.  
 
Skills for comprehension and writing are 
taken from the progression pathway - 
assessment data is gathered and 
analysed 2x per year.  
RWI assessments are completed 3x per 
year and data is assessed to determine 
when a pupil is ready to move on – 
pupils not making progress will access 

Structured Synthetic Phonics (SSP) 
(Levels 10-12) 

  
Fluent readers are recognised as pupils 
who have secured skills with their 
reading and comprehension and have 
worked through all of the RWI content.  
 
Fluent readers are able to choose their 
own texts to read in order to rehearse 
reading and comprehension skills.  
 
Skills for comprehension and writing are 
taken from the progression pathway - 
assessment data is gathered and 
analysed 2x per year.  

 
 

Fluent Readers 
(Levels 13-16) 

  
Pupils follow one of three routes:  
 
Informal – following pathways and EHCP 
outcomes, adding in ASDAN units as 
appropriate. 
 
Semi-Formal –following pathways and 
remaining in Reading groups, with an 
additional focus on Preparing for 
adulthood.  
 
Formal – working towards completing 
formal qualifications in English. Learning 
outcomes are taken directly from the 
qualification specifications.  

 

Key Stage 4 
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Milestone Progression Pathway, Levels 1-16 Key Stage 4 



Alternative Reading Provision (See and Learn) 
Pupils identified as not making progress through RWI consistently, may be better suited to a different reading approach.  
We use See and Learn (from Down Syndrome Education) as the programme for teaching whole word reading.  
Pupils accessing this will attend 3x 1-hour sessions per week focusing on reading and writing sequenced words. 

Reading for Pleasure 
Reading for pleasure opens up new worlds for children. It gives them the opportunity to use their imagination to explore new ideas, visit new places and meet new characters. 
At school, we do lots of things to promote reading for pleasure:  
- Class texts – every class has a focus text usually linked to their topic. This is displayed on the door of every class for all to see.  
- Daily story time – each class engages in a daily story session. This varies from adults reading to the class from a chosen book to sensory stories and story massage. 
- Book areas – all classes have an area of the classroom dedicated to books and reading. These are engaging spaces for the pupils filled with books that are age appropriate for the pupils. Pupils also have 

access to audiobooks.  
- Department libraries – each department has a library that is welcoming and filled with exciting books. Books in these spaces are updated on a termly basis.  
- Focus author – each term we have a new focus author for each department. We showcase the author’s work in our libraries, buy in new books and enjoy sharing them.  
- Masked Reader – we are always on the look out for pupils and staff caught reading. When they are caught they are able to feature in our Masked Reader assembly with their picture up, their photo then 

gets added to the display.  
- Continuous provision – areas around classes that pupils are able to access promote reading and storytelling.  
- World Book Day – each year we celebrate World Book Day with a range of activities linked to love of books. These often include dressing up as our favourite characters, sharing story time with senior 

management and taking part in competitions.  
 

IMPACT:  
The impact of the teaching of reading at The Milestone School can be seen through ongoing assessment and discussion throughout the year. This includes:  
• Continuous updating of SOLAR (our assessment tool) 
• 3x yearly assessments for RWI and See and Learn 
• Pupil progress meetings 
• EHCP reviews  
• Internal and external moderation  
 
Where pupils are not making progress, barriers to learning will be assessed within the pupil progress meetings with members of SLT. 
 
Pupils at The Milestone School do not undertake statutory testing, including the phonics screening check at the end of Year 1. As pupils progress through to the Senior Department, they use the phonics and 
reading skills that they have acquired to gain national accreditation in preparation for adult life (ASDAN/Pearson). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


